BOOK II
CHAPTER I

PARENTAGE, BIRTH, EDUCATION AND MARRIAGE

LUCIUS GARY, the second Viscount Falkland, was
born, according to the common tradition, commemor-
ated by Anthony Wood, at the famous old Cotswold town
of Burford, in North Oxfordshire.1 A similar tradition
points to 1610 as the probable year of his birth, but neither
as to place or time is there positive evidence. Like so many
of the more distinguished of his contemporaries he came, on
his father's side, of sound West-country stock, though in
the late sixteenth century his grandfather migrated to
Hertfordshire and established himself at Aldenham and
Berkhamstead. Lucius was the eldest son of Sir Henry
Cary, who was subsequently raised to the peerage as
Viscount Falkland in the county of Fife, by his marriage
with Elizabeth Tanfield. This first Viscount, of whom
something must be said hereafter, was the eldest son of
Sir Edward Cary, Knight of Aldenham, Herts, and of
Catherine, the daughter of Sir Henry Knevet. The elder
line of the Cary family remained faithful to the West

x" Whether this Lucius was born at Burford (as some think he was) the
public register of that place, which commences about the beginning of the
reign of King James I., takes no notice of it: however, that he was mostly
nursed there by a wet and dry nurse, the ancients of that town, who re-
member their names, have some years since informed me" (Wood, Athena,
ii., 566).
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